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international conduct is centuries old, and the change in a few rules would not 
warrant us in speaking of a new international law. 

We find all the conventional forms of the international law writers ob- 
served. We are informed on the first page that Grotius is well called the 
father of international law, statement which seems essential to the com- 
pleteness of any treatise on this subject. We also find the usual appendix 
comprising about one-half of the work, and containing reprints of docu- 
ments already accessible elsewhere. This habit of reprinting undoubtedly 
reduces the labor of the author but seems to be of no other use. 

The book is an enthusiastic expression of the impractical and visionary, 
although highly ideal, in international relations. War is one of the vices of 
mankind and cannot be expected to cease until the underlying causes of war, 
to wit, ignorance, selfishness, international rivalries and the like, have been 
removed. To accomplish this will require an education of the common 
people of the world extending probably over centuries. To say that it has 
been accomplished by a writing on a few pieces of paper is to fly in the 
face of reason and all human experience. 

Roland R. Foulke. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Commercial Law Cases. By Harold L. Perrin, Professor and Head of 
the Department of Law of the College of Business Administration, Boston 
University; and Hugh W. Babb, Assistant Professor of Law at the College 
of Business Administration, Boston University. George H. Doran Company, 
New York City, 1921, 2 vols., pp. xxi, 536, xv, 414. 

Another case book. Intended by the authors to cover two years' work in 
Commercial Law, it might very well serve for a three years' course. In 
fact, it is most unlikely that it could be handled by most colleges in fewer 
than three years. From a student's point of view, a book that promises such 
long usage has much in its favor. The cost of law books is always a 
hardship ; hence, the outlay of only $7.50 at the beginning of a student's 
course for a book to be used during two or three years is an important asset 
of this new publication, one that should recommend it to the teaching staff, 
other things being equal. Moreover, it is noteworthy from an academic 
standpoint in its presentation of a whole business law course within the 
cover of a single book. A single-book presentation of business law awakens 
in the student a sense of the unity and continuity of the subject as can never 
be done by a series of case books on specific subdivisions. 

This kind of treatment of legal subjects for non-legal students is 
greatly needed. The law is approached too technically and too specifically 
in most business schools of collegiate grade. I take it that the purpose 
of law in these schools is not primarily to give the students the discipline! 
afforded by legal training, any more than it is to make lawyers of them. A 
business law course in a business school should have two aims; to give the 
student such a general knowledge of the law as he has of history or of 
economics ; and, secondly, to give him such definite, practical information as 
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will enable him to conduct his business legally, and so to avoid the pitfalls 
of the law. The very fact that the authors of Commercial Law Cases have 
brought a whole business law course under a single cover seems to be a 
recognition on their part of the needs of our business schools. 

It is not surprising that closer investigation of their book results in disap- 
pointment. It would be no easy matter to reduce a course to such a mini- 
mum of pages with entire success. A minor defect, perhaps, but one that 
has a psychological effect, is the physical appearance of the book. As one 
goes from page to page, one is overwhelmed with the details — headings in- 
numerable in black type that are not the main subjects at all, but are sub- 
subjects, and far more conspicuous as to type than the larger headings under 
which they belong. Students working for the first time in law and using 
this book would think of the subject as just so many disconnected seg- 
ments, hundreds of them, in black type, through these two volumes. 

This disjointed effect is seriously aggravated in another way. The book 
contains both text and case, but neither one is structurally related to the 
other. If this is only a case book, then I suggest that the so-called text go. 
It takes up space that might be given to other cases or that could be elimi- 
nated altogether to reduce the size of each volume. The only justification 
for explanatory matter would be to correlate subjects and parts of subjects, 
and that it fails to do adequately. Its presence is detrimental to the uni- 
fied effect which the authors have no doubt tried to produce. It seems to 
be merely an insert that brings the student to a halt when he wishes to push 
on. 

As an inclusive, compact case book, Commercial Law Cases, it is com- 
mendable. Its cases are carefully selected and they cover the subjects. Col- 
lege students might well substitute the one book for their more numerous 
case books. But the text is not full enough or valuable enough to take the 
place of lectures, outlines, class-notes or another text. The student could 
use it simply as a condensed, well-arranged case book. For the business man 
who has not had college training in commercial law, the book has even less 
value. The text is not full enough, and the court decisions are, for the most 
part, too long. Both for the student and the layman a summary of the 
court decision, emphasizing the point of law involved, should be included. I 
wish the authors might see fit to change this into a narrative which brings in 
the cases as an integral part of the story, a book of distinct scholarship and 
collegiate grade. What is needed is a law book that is interesting; that is 
historic in treatment ; and that will recognize the needs not of the lawyer but 
of the business man. Professors Perrin and Babb have made a good start 
in publishing so comprehensive a case book. A comprehensive text and 
case-book in one is the present need. 

Wendell Phillips Raine. 

Assistant Professor of Business Law, 

Wharton School of Finance and Commerce, 
University of Pennsylvania. 



